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ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENT - EUREGHA RESPONSE TO
FEEDBACK CONSULTATION - EU’S NEXT LONG-TERM
BUDGET (MFF) — IMPLEMENTING EU FUNDING WITH MEMBER

STATES AND REGIONS (LINK)

EUREGHA welcomes the opportunity to contribute to shaping a more territorial, health-sensitive,
and implementation-focused EU budget. Regional and local health authorities (LRAs) are
indispensable partners in turning EU priorities into tangible action. They plan, deliver, and evaluate
most health and care services across Europe, ensuring that European policies reach citizens. Yet
their role and potential in the design and implementation of EU funding remain underused.

The next MFF must deliver visible, equitable results by ensuring that investment acts/impacts where
it matters most: European citizens in their regional and local environments.

The EUREGHA network shares growing concern about several emerging risks:

the dilution of funding specifically dedicated to implementing EU health policies and
exchanging practices among Member States and regions — one of the greatest strengths
of the EU4Health Programme;

the progressive and yet unclear loss of direct regional and local control over resources
and specific programmes such as Cohesion Policy, which undermines place-based
governance and proximity to citizens;

and the risk of centralisation and fragmentation that could distance EU funding from real
needs on the ground.

The European Competitiveness Fund (ECF) needs to make sure it has accountability to
ensure that investments deliver meaningful economic and ethical impact that improves
healthcare outcomes.

To address these challenges, the post-2027 MFF should:

e Make health as a cross-cutting and strategic priority. Health is not only a sectoral policy but
a foundation of Europe’s competitiveness, resilience, and cohesion. It must remain visible
across all major EU instruments — including Cohesion Policy, Horizon Europe, Erasmus+,
Digital Europe, and beyond — and these should also place stronger emphasis on the
implementation of health innovations, ensuring that research, skills, and digital investments
translate into tangible improvements in health systems. Only in this way can Europe
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effectively address major health challenges such as the rise in chronic diseases, stark gaps in
life expectancy, widening health inequalities, and the growing burden of mental ill health.

Preserve dedicated health implementation funding. While ensuring a strong “health in all
policies and funding programmes” approach, the next MFF must not undermine the value of
dedicated health-specific investment. EU4Health and related instruments such as Joint
Actions should remain standalone, implementation-focused mechanisms driving system
reform, service innovation, and the exchange of best practices among key public actors.
Their direct focus on health systems enables rapid responses to shared challenges and
ensures that EU support translates into tangible improvements for citizens’ well-being.
Merging them into excessively broad frameworks — including within the future European
Competitiveness Fund (ECF) — would risk weakening Europe’s capacity to deliver need-
driven results in health and care, address health inequalities, and effectively implement key
EU health-related policies and initiatives (e.g. the European Health Data Space, the EU
Cancer and Cardiovascular Plans, and the European Approach to Mental Health) while
undermining system resilience.

Protect and reinforce Cohesion Policy as a mechanism for health and territorial equity.
Cohesion Policy and Interreg are vital to invest in regional health systems, innovation, and
cross-border cooperation. Their governance must reflect shared responsibility between the
EU, Member States, and regions. The next MFF should avoid any renationalisation of
cohesion instruments and preserve direct dialogue between regions and the European
Commission, ensuring genuine partnership in both design and delivery. Cohesion funding
must remain clearly ring-fenced, accessible to all regions, and sufficiently resourced to
match the long-term investment nature of the policy.

Foster cross-border integration of health care services. Cohesion Policy tools, especially
Interreg Programmes, should be encouraged to facilitate and invest in the development of
cross-border health cooperation. This integration is essential to ensure quality services,
equal access to care, and the effective enforcement of the right to stay, strengthening
cohesion and solidarity across EU territories.

Empower regional and local health authorities. LRAs must be recognised as full partners in
programme governance, project consortia, and evaluation processes. Their proximity to
citizens ensures that EU investments address concrete needs and strengthen trust in Europe.

Ensure true multilevel governance. Regional and local authorities should not be seen merely
as implementers but as co-designers of EU programmes and funding priorities. Their
participation is essential for relevance, ownership, and long-term impact.

Simplify and harmonise access. Calls and rules should be better aligned across programmes,
with clearer guidance, harmonised procedures, and advance payments to enable
participation by smaller or less-resourced actors.
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e Build long-term capacity and cooperation. The next MFF should sustain territorial capacity
building, workforce development, and knowledge transfer. Technical assistance, peer
learning, and support for regional networks such as EUREGHA are proven, cost-effective
tools for bridging policy and implementation.

e Foster coherence and coordination. Stronger cooperation between DG SANTE, DG REGIO,
DG RTD, DG EMPL, and executive agencies will ensure continuity from research to reform to
implementation, improving the efficiency and visibility of EU action.

e Value continuity as much as innovation. Many successful cross-border and interregional
initiatives need stable, long-term EU support to consolidate and scale their impact.

The next MFF must combine ambition with proximity — reinforcing health, cohesion, and trust by
empowering regions and cities to deliver impact where European citizens experience it most
directly.

To leave no region behind is to leave no patient behind.

EUREGHA'’s position on the future of EU funding builds on the messages outlined in its formal
response to the MFF consultation (https://www.euregha.net/2025/06/16/euregha-contributes-to-
the-european-commissions-consultation-on-the-future-of-the-eu-multiannual-financial-
framework-mff/) and feedback to the EU4Health Programme (https://www.euregha.net/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/EU4Health-2025-Final-Response.pdf), as well as on the outcomes of the
EUREGHA session held during the 2025 European Week of Regions and Cities
(https://www.euregha.net/2025/10/15/press-release-policy-debate-ewrc-2025-where-it-matters-
investing-in-regions-to-shape-the-future-of-health-in-europe/) which gathered regional leaders
and EU institutions to discuss how the next MFF can better deliver on health and cohesion at
territorial level.
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